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" %o Poland.

X X . °_on December 20th, 1949, presented 'a note to the.Federal

. to the future disposition Thereof. Reference was made to

Af
- " tions previously made by the Swiss authorities regarding

. démarche by the French Ambassador who presented a note :
. ‘substantially similar to the note enclosed. These two ap- .

ratified by the National Council by .a vote of 98 to 18. .
. (I% had already been approved by the Councilof States.) .
-~ Mr. Petit¥plerre, Chief of the Federal Political Department,
. speaking in support of the ratification, referred to the
. clause in the égreement;providing‘fo: the handing over to.
. Poland ‘of heirless assets in Switzerland left by Polish ’
., nationals, He denied the allegations of two deputies who -
. -../ had& complained that the clause in question was of a secret
... | nature, explaining that it had been the subject of an
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No, 545 ST . Bern, December 23, 1949 "

Sub ject: Démarche to Swiqgwgovefnment"on‘Disposition
-~ of Heirless Assats In Switzerland of Polish -
- Nationals. = | Bm ... - o '

The Minister has the .honor to refer to the Department's

 ’§g§truqtion No. 146 dated September 21, 1949, requesting
" that the Tegation make a joint approach with the Rritish

-and’ French Missions in Bern to the Swiss Government with ~
- regard to the disposition of assets in Switzerland of +the

victims of German action who had died without leaving heirs,
with particular reference to the clause in the. commercial

- and financial agreement between Switgerland and Poland of
__dJune 25, 1949, whereby the assets in Switzerland of Polish
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nationals who had died without heirs were to be turned over ‘g’?

" Pursuant to thevbepartment's instruction, the Minister

Political Department requesting information on the present
status of the problem of heirless assets in Switzerland
-and on the intentions of the Swiss Government with regard

the Polish-Swiss Agreement of June 25th, 1949, and the
-apparent inconsistencies of that agreement with the declara-

‘the disposition of heirless assetss found in Switzerland. A
copy. of the Legation's‘notg‘is enclosed herewith for the
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The presentation ofvthe:iegation's note. followed a
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Proaches were followed, on December 22nd, by an approach
by the British Chargé 4a! aires in which the French and

- American positions on this matter were supported.

On December 21st debates were commenced in the'Natiggé;m

Council on Fa¥ification of the Polish-Swiss Agreement of
-June 25, .1949, .and on Decemdber 22nd the agreement was

e

exchange:ag,; .

! J

HR cr - ciforsires

21

5
{

-
N

Ny ACTION COPY . ' EKETURN TO DO/R FILES WITHIN 14. DAYS, WITH A NOTATION OF ACTION TAKEN.




<

DECLASSIFIED
Authority N/\z 1.) Y‘«’ eC 50

By <2 NARA Date/.2% 5

REPR . SN
PRODU ED A HE NA ONAL ARCH, VE

paii »Q/ z

o —— M = A i et v

v'Bern/Decg;:er 23, 1949/Despatch No. ~ 5. 0.2.

" exchange of letters between two parliamentary commissions
and might just as well have been published in the govern-
ment's message relating to the agreement. In any case,

Mr. Petitpierre concluded, the treatment of heirless assets
ﬁ___—i> [ of Polish nationals followed in principle the procedure
which was generally recognized in Switzerland for the
disposition of heirless assets. :
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(Enclosure NC’ 1 to despatch No. 545, Te: aber 23, 1949,
From AMmerican Legation, Bern Sw1tzer1and)

copy

No. 3314

The Legation of the United States of America preseunts its

compliments to the Federal Political Department ard has the

hbnor-to refer to a note which~the French Embassy at Bern

dellvered to the Federal Political Department on August 20, 1946,

,en01051ng a coni of the Agreement of June 14, 1946, between the

Governments of the Unlted-Statss of America, France, the United

ald in the rehabilitation and resettlement of non-repatriable /
vietims of German}action° | | |

Paragraph E of the Agreement of June 14, 1946, recites
that the*Governnnnts of the Uhited States of America, the United
Kingdom, . Czechoslovakla and Yugoelav1a were associating them-

selves with the French Government in mamlng representations

,to the neutral powerq to mage available, for qubrlbuti“n to

approprlate publlc and prlvate field organizations, all assets

of v1ctims of Va21 actlon who had died without heirs. It was

L

further set forth that in making these joint representations
the.signatories were requesting the neutral countries to take

all necessary action to facilitate the identification, collection
— =
and dlstribution of these assets which had arisen out of a
/_—_'

—
unlque condltlon in international law and morelity. If further

‘ representations were indlcated the Governments of the United

States of America France and the Unlted Kingdom would pursue the

’ matter on behalf of the signatory powers°

- The Legation has been 1nformedvthat the Federal Fclitical

Department responded to the French Embassy's note referred to

labove by note of September 11, 1946' stating that the question

had beon studlod sympathetlcally by the competent federal

e

authorities
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authoritles but that beiore taking up the Juridicsl queetionc

1nvolved it would be necessary to know the approxrmate num-exr

: and amounts of heirless estates in question. It was further

stated thet an inquiry would be carried out to determiﬁe the

finan01al magnitude of. the problem,

——

The Legatlon understands that later discussions nave taken
place between the Federal Politlcal Deoartment and the French
eEmbassy on this problem° |
As the Government of the United Stafes has a strong
'confinuing interest in the conolusion, by each neutral power,
of an arrangement whereby the se heirless funds would be made

available to asgsist non- repatriable persons who, of all

victims of,German-aggre531on, are most io»peedwoﬁmgeig‘of

—

sympathetic governments,'the Legation would appreciate any

- information which the Federal Political Department is in a

position to furnish with regard to the measures which have

. been tacen by the Sw1ss Confederation to 1mplement the decisions
U S which were taken in 1946

g;ypﬂtiﬁiszp It may be stated further that the concern of the Government

—

: ,1:::::: ‘of the United States in this regard is increased by the informa-

tion which has recently come to its attention in relation to
S | | .
'the'oommeroial and financial agreement between Switzerland and

_Poland of June 25, 1949, which is now before the National
Assembly for ratification, and!Which is said to contain a

‘prOVision whereby the assets in Sﬁitzerland of Polish naticnals

who had died without heirsrwould‘be turned over to the Govern-

ment'of'Poland If the agreement does in fact contain such

a provision, it would not appear to be oon51stent with the

kdeclarations prev1ously made by the Sw1ss authorities regardinﬂ

",_ the disposition of heirless assets found in Switzerland.

The observations
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The-obéervétions of the Federal Political Department on

‘this point would be moét welcome.

| ‘Mbreover; the Levétion would appreciate being informed of

the. present status of the wholo problem of heirless assets
1 1n Switzerland and of the 1ntent10ns of the Government of the

Confederatlon with regard to the future dlsp051t10n thereof.,

| The Legatlon of the United States of Amerlca avallb

f’ltself of this occasion to renew to the Pederal Political

Department thg assurance of its hlghest‘conslderatlonu

Bern, Decembexr 20, 1949.

-To the

Federal Political Department

Bermn.




