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The Embassy regrets the delay in respondigg to the referenced 1nstmct10n, ‘eh’e

delay was caused by the prolonged absence from Bern of the ofificer in the Swiss
Political Department nrimarily concerned with the issue. . N
f \ »;’:ft

On Jamuary 28, 19460, the drafting officer called on Mr. AIPred WACKER of the m -
Legal Office of the Federal Political Devartment to discuss the question of heirless v
assets in Switzerland. ihile Mr. Wacker is not the action officer, he is familiar °
with the »nroblem, It was made clear to him that only information was being sought. A
The whole issue was reviewed, including the statement made by the Swiss Govermment
in 1952 that it would zive S‘jﬂﬂ“)&t”’letl" consideraticn to the application of heirless
assets of victims of National Socialism to the relief and rehabilitation of such :

i
!

victime, should such assets exdist in Switzerland,
. £

ikl

Wacker said that the Government still is giving such sympathetic consideratlon
and is currently studying the problem from all points of view. He indicated that

the Federal Council still has not made up its mind whether to present draft legis—
lation to the parliament and that this point will be decided only when a full study o
has been completed, He stated that the oroblerm ic a very complicated-one and that o

additional complications have resulted frém the election of four new men to the -
Federal Council—imen whose views on a problem suchk as the one at hand are not known.

Wacker, an intelligent young Swiss Foreign Service officer, outlined the-fol- .
. s g J 24 & »
lowing as examples of the problems faced:

1) The question of discovery of assets, He pointed oul, that the almost sacro—
sanct Swiss banking secrecy laws would have tec be nodified in order to-require cus—
todians or trustees to reporb the existence of known or suspected heirless -assets
of the sort under discussion. Some banking circles are not well disposed to the
modification of the present laws, as what they consider an unhealthy precedent may

be established. . .
>

2) The administration of any discovered assets. Jacker said that the Govern—

ment is opposed to the establishment of ayy new bureaucracy to administer heirless

assets. In true Swiss fashion, they are also concerned with any possible adminis-—

trative expense.
3) The need for and methods of coordination with foreigp '/authori ies. Under I
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’individual, the reasonable assurance that no heirs to the property exist and the
problems involved

in assets physically located el
He said that he was aware of cases where property had been
disposed of as heirless and that then heirs The Swiss were deeply
interested in avoidin ) ion arising out of the improper dig—
posal of purportedly heirless property. He implied that the Swiss were also gener— .
ally concerned with retaining the reputati r strict and confidential i
administration of property left in their care, ' ' '

a Swiss custodian,

Heindzeated .",‘Ehaj,ﬁ,”ﬁs a personal view, h
the United States would be counterprodu
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iCKer replied that
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