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on .roistice Jay iu Sssel before a large audienee
sompossd of the financial and industriel leaders sad
esonomists of the country, Ir. Walter STUGKE, former
Swiss Ninister to Viehy and at preseat the r
man to federal Couneillor Ir. kax vetitplerre, Ohief
of the Faderal Political Lepsrtment, spoke for sn
hour and forty minutes in defenss of the Currle Agree-
ment acd the Weshington iscord. This spesch was not
only 2 justification of tha Cwiss political oourse Sur
the war, but an spologis of the rble pleyed by Iw, Stae
therein, Iids vigoreous and luoid presecntation of the
swiss foreign polley and Swiss necessities wers well re-
ceived, but the initiated knew that . Stucki was spesking
88 & 4issppointed man, as revealed by the bitterness end
garcasm whioch attended his uttersnces lest ionday in Basel,

HALIVE

ferhaps the most sisnificent announceaent made the
rormer . w.ss .inister to viehy during the course of the
gvening wesz the sbtatenent that thers would be no ralasse -
5f serman sesebts in owltzerlasnd by Berm until the exehange
§?ta batweern the .wiss frenc and the German Lark hes been
fixed,

ir. Stueki begen by pointing out that the promulgation
of the :tlantle Charta establizhing the prinelple of
eguality for large and amall states alike brought a ray
of hope in the darkneas then enveloping uropd. “Bat
»hat has besome of it in reality’, he ssld? ~Can oue
stili spesk of egquality today, eonsidering everyShing that
has happened of late, the veto rights of the Grest Powers,
for example? 1f in 1956 ia the city of Basel Dr. Hjaloar
Schaiht oould address us and say *the world is out of gear?,
these words are more true todsy thum st that period, At
that times we were still living In o world nateriall intact.

o But
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Cout In lsed st the tise of tne Currie .greement, we were
facsd by three Grest Powers bahi d which were arrayed
szxother sixteen states. Ten years sgo we were still able
t0 reject with a firm 'no' the blandishuents and solicitations
of a Jermann Goering. However, in the dangerous politieal
lsclation in which Iwitzerland found hersell at the end of
hootilities 15 & woprld lagkioz naterisl snd zoral fLeupdat ien
our 'no' oould not have cvoldsd consequences of suoh sotion
becsause the pressurs upon us wzs heavy. /e were considered
%8 & heven of Feselsm; we were couslidered as prolonging
tha war; we were considered bdlack sheep in the e of

-~

d

the surrounding world since we were still maint
itlcoesoonomlic relations with the slresdy flinohing
Reloh, snd still trains were runmisg from north to ths
south via the Ct, Gotthard tunnel,

*§hen it was announged in the press that ¥r. Currie as
a apeclal delegats froz the Unitsd “tatea would ds eoming to
Bern, acoompanisd by British and Prench delegates, a sigh of
relief was notlceable all over ths oountry. It should not
be forgotten that the hopss which we cherished after the libe
eraticn of France proved to be futile., The gap which was to
open for us remained closed, .t that time our imperts were
a2t their lowast flgure, The Delegation when 1t srrived,
waz not at sll in a friendly freme of mind. Iz a manner
which was in effeot an ultimatum,ths breaking off of relations
with the Third Reich was requested; alsc the disoontinusnce of
trangit shipmenta through the Cotthard pass,

"ihat were we to do? We had to come to an ment .
4 condition without a omtract would have exposed us %o
triasl of nerves which “witzerland would not have been equal

o st the time,.

“*In this connection, the Federsl Jouncil bloeked the
Cernsn sssets in Cwitzerland; moreover, exports to Gernany
were raduced conslderabdly, also the trapsit shipments froom
north to south znd the export of slectrical surrent were
discontinned to = great sxtent,

"1t oritics considersd our blocking of Garmen ssaets
as a rather overdus measure and taken under forsige pressure",
sinlster “Sucki pointed out “that political wisdon made it
negessary %o combine this decision with the Currle iAgreenent.
In faot, this measure had slready bean considered and was in
prooess of reslization when the news of the arrival of the
Currle delezsation reached Bern., ‘‘hat srevented Switszerlsnd
from putting this zessure into effect sooner was not
less than the country's laek of coal; and Switzerland needed
coal which was only to be had from Germany. This may not
look well, in sny casze it was oorrect from s politiesl point
of view. Gur situation was underatood even in Berlin and
the blockinn of the German assets in Owitzerland was not

T congldered
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ngonsidered by the Germans as 8b unpeutral act, the sane MEY
he asid of our nther meassures.

"the Currie .greemert was @ compromize and certeinly not

s bad one, The delegatesn arrived as enemies and returd

ed to us =and graduslily isparts arrived

1fied by historye

vrhe situation geemed to Lnprove. But the regulstion

of Ootober 30, 1945 ooncerning

lald down by the A terallied Control Coumeil in Beriis)

agein upset natters a8 it stipulated the Allies alght
theaselves with GoraanT§:a¢b¢ investsd in neutral Clﬁlg:{li

outside of Germany.

1 mmediate gonsequenos was the

orestion of a new seb of egonomic and political feetors
whioh chunged our sltuation for the worse.

signed b& importent parlam.n&arians of all campé and 220,000
Cermsn asset

owiss citigens %o the effact
in cwitzerland were tc e considered in tho

pledge for our own, Swise legsl olains. e
to the danger of hegominz on

Y3ats of Certain Blooked ationals wers oon 1%,‘ newspaper

“The route to #ashingtod had in

the meantime beed prepareds

mne decision of the Hashington conversationt was gla:n

the begioning and was Yes
jeft Berne.

ched defore the Swiss De

nThere wers thres possibilities Jeft. & refusal] where
campaign

would 1t have led? certsinly only %0 8 new

world sgainst our Sountry.
‘ 4s spparatus with 1ts

heve 1 undated awitserlend,
4 to the Federal Counoll was

yionad petition addresse

of b8

The gompleie of s huge pro-

powss
many denagogiesl ponc&bilitioi would

In view of the previously 2R

still the possibnilivy for us to stiek resolutely to the legald
of our position neoause of the private naturs of the Fropes &

, ho loager sxisted, To 4o 80,
have casused 8 eatalttophy.for the ocountry. !

ourse, 8

e
st flood of 175%.&;@1«31 oritiocisn and attack wad nlooked,

»inothelr alternative was Opet £0

husbly bo the +11ies. This we 414 not wish Lo 4o, no¥
we afford %o do it. B0 {n %he end there wos agein 6 O

:nd this latter was fixed & priori, that is, OB

Bupparting
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supporting the prineiple of offsetting the acoount of
Gepman assets in ~witgoriand with aernan creditors sgainat
serks. Our constitution does not recognlze exXPro; rfation
of property #ithout ipndernificatlion. It is not without
:nterest Lo, learh that this propossl was initiated BY
comuereial and 1pdustriel ol gles in ~witzerland. JOTreover,
the binding instruction to the Swlss ~elegotion was that &
surrender of asgets of Germond residing in cwitzerlend
wouid not be digcussed.

- wppe hard fignt in ashington where ocur delegation
wzs exposed to shard attooks, beforse ell by the forsign
preas endsd in a sonatructive goxpromise. The deblooking
of “wiss aasets in the United States, the eliminesion of the.
Troclaized Lists of Certain Blocked Hationals, sad lest 00t
ieast the clarification of the forsign poiitiosl
as well as the returp of eoxfidence and the gr
tange of world sonoeption are Swiss assets whieh should bde
taken into agoount. considering this, our purlnnnuturiuaa
could well afford the retifieation of the Wishington A

“it is neceassry”, sinlatsr spuek] pointed out especi ally,
rgo do coipletely Bway xita 21l talk sbout our bveing obll
aore or less L0 submit humbly to our foreign opponents.
Heither 1n the currle Agreeaent, 1oT in Weshing werse

our cgﬁyﬁtnzs gran&ad<aayvrights%ﬁb {ntervens ;in our affalrs.
The © 1,11uticm;or,$armanlg@30tg in switzerland 18 solely.

n attée of wies adminietration. “ur pertneds to the Accord
aro entitled to obtain inforuation. This 15 sslf-underst '

awitzerland's consent vp cede 250 miilign*rrancs whieh
continuss the sublect of oritioeissm, must, first of all, be
considered as e swiss coxztripution +o solidsrity with friendly
sentral Deaks whiech, daprived of their funds, must agsin

toke up, under ihe most difficult conditions, thelr scononie
functions also 1in the {oterest of Lwiss econoay."

cr. Stueki in peraitting she perscnal alement o donined®
5o much of his apesch, agsin revealed that he is no psycholew °
glst. e spoke as & maR who L8 unoomfortabls under hia

sressab Chief, Lr. kex Petitplecre, with whoa he do08s pot W@
see oye Lo ays. ‘3 reelises that tnere ia no longer sny -

former .inlster to viehy made no bones of his disaypolnt-

nsve basn sppointed &inister Lo ~weden, dubt neither he
nimself nor Krse. spuokl seensd atisfied with Stoek .
They regsrded the offor as 2 dokbtful honor tafisr thelir
long pariod o suocesasful aerviee in Farls and ViohY.
araover, hla eritloism ol the ~4ias press net with 8
gramgt*aad raaounding anawer in the APICHAL Z3ITURG,
“assl whicn, in 1ts {agus of Lovamber 13, called him

Yo busk oy satting forth at langth Bern's long reoord
of appeassrent visea-vis LltleT Gurinz the wsr and

Ly, btuckli's 1ndirference Lo jonrnuilsts.
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BB wus & vely garelfully prepared doeunent end a
rare opportunity for Linister Gtucki. it was well
raosived by the large audience, dut, acoording to the
minds of those whoss opinions are most valued here
. Stucki felled %o meke the most of hls eppﬂrtunitr.
1tg spoech of last Londay will in thelr ofinian slways
pe remembered as Lhe atteranges of an ambittered snd

disappointed pudlis servante

i) ‘r ’. .
imerican Consul General

&31/851.6/350
“alter H. Sholes: DH

Hestograph to Departoent.

Copy to Legation, Bern.

Copy to Consulstse Generel,
Zdrisch.




