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The Honorable
~eland Harrison,
American lNinlster,
Bern.

Subject: French Gold in Lisbon
AXis Powers Jending .scudos
to South Amerfca

Sir: ‘

I have the homnor to request that the enclosed’
telegra.i no,35 dated hay 18, 1942 rezarding the above
subject be sent to the Departrent in a safe code.
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Respectfully yours,
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1, Text of telegram no.36.
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Bern while the Swiss are shipgping\ gol

- ostensibly in payment thelr imports
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36 Eighteenth I am informed on excellent authority that
the Bank of France at Clermont-Ferrand last week shipped
by rail to Lisbon 3000 kilos of gold valued at some 20
million escudos stop Shipment which is due in Lisbon

today is being acoompanied by Court de Meurville of the
. Bank of e

France stop French claim the transaction
_payment of French impo 8.2
’ p6int out that

ave been heavy buyers of

‘ascudos but ceased their purchases two weeks ago when

Ttalians suddenly appeared in the market as buyers
Paragraph

The conviction is growing here that ~the Axis Pawers
are transferring escudos to South America for propaganda
purposes comma oOne such transfer to the Argentine appears
to be known to a Basel banker who declined to furnish
additional details Paragraph
‘ At the same time Bank of France appears to have
transferred recent wigs fr 6 million in zold to 44/ ‘j
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