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. when the Foreign Office makes the declaration public at 12 noon,
' London time, January 5, it will make the following introductory
te.menl::
uary _3’ 1943—7 p. JHis Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom have toda
‘Received 9:22 . uy with 16 other Governments of the United Nations, and witK
, December 1, 8 o, j"lnFrench National Committee, in making a formal declaration of
L Lo Jetermination to combat and defeat the plundering by the enemy
¢ ors of the territories which have been overrun or T)rought under
o my control. The systematic spoliation of occupied or controlled
e,-i{oi‘V has followed immediately upon each fresh aggression. This
e taken every sort of form, from open looting to the most cunningly
.’mouﬂaged financial penetration, and it has extended to every sort
of
s

we) to the Secp,

the interpretivg n
:cember 1. ’

Hows:
m of the Inter-Ani

umitted in Terriggy 3 roperty—from works of art to stocks of commodities, from bullion

pank notes to stocks and shares in business and financial under-
Skings: But the object is always the same—to seize everything of
(glue that can be put to the aggressors’ profit and then to bring the
<hole economy of the subjugated countries under control 0 that they
gust slave to enrich and strengthen their oppressors.

It has always been foreseen that when the tide of battle began to

m against the Axis, the campaign of plunder would be even further
n reworded, with wrended and accelerated, and that every effort would be made to
ation makes it cI dow aWay the stolen property in neutral countries and to persuade
n territory under 1} gentral citizens to act as fences or cloaks on behalf of the thieves.
\er ‘unoccupied zope} There if evidence that this is now happening, under the pressure of
nsactions in territo (rents in Russia and North Africa, and that the ruthless and complete

nethods of plunder begun in Central Europe are now being extended
on a vast and ever increasing scale in the occupied territories of West-
orn Europe.

His Majesty’s Government agree with the Allied Governments and
the French National Committee that it is important to leave no doubt
shatsoever of their resolution not to accept or tolerate the misdeeds of
their enemies in the field of progerty, however these may be cloaked,
just as they have recently emphasized their determination to exact
wtribution” from war criminals for their outrages against persons
in the occupied territories. Accordingly, they have made the follow-
ing joint declaration, and issued the appended explanatory memoran-
dum on its meaning, scope and application:”

ie note the wordg «

he. participating o

R o,
;_t)rdS “of the part;,
mal Committee” ;c:.
rncerned”.

words “the partie
g governments”,
1municated in sectjon
- replaced by the fo).
‘olidarity in this in.
1ts and of the Freng
re mutually pledgeg]
conformity with th
ry to implement thy
:rty, rights et ceten
‘equire action by twe
words “the parties v
governments”. A
h' 6 the words “the§ 14000113 European War 1339/688a omm
ernments”. 1In the [nter-Allied Declaration Against Acts of Dispossession C itted in

 governments mak Territories Under Enemy Occupation or Control®
>mmittee” are sub

1g the declaration’§ The Union of South Africa, the United States of America, Aus-
tralia, Belgium, Canada, China, the Czechoslovak Republic, the

'Copy transmitted to the President of the Commonwealth of the Philippines
'Quezon) by the Secretary of State in his letter of January 12, 1943 (oot printed).
The text of the declaration was released to the press by the Department on Jan-
11y 5, 1943 ; presented by the British Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to
Parliament and printed (with covering statement and explanatory memoran-
dum) as British Cmd. 6418, Mise. No. 1 (1943).
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United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the yy,, pot condon
of Soviet Socialist Republics, Greece, India, Luxemburg, the y iced in rec
erlands, New Zealand, Norway, Poland, Yugoslavia, and the Fr:th’ ve}nments. '
National Committee: "4 ‘o: In the fu

Hereby issue a formal warning to all concerned, and in partjy, > ut the time
to persons in neutral countries, that they intend to do their utmu de. Inthe
to defeat the methods of dispossession practiced by the goveﬂlme:‘ 8 oe the re
with which they are at war against the countries and peoples whg hay
been so wantonly assaulted and despoiled. ¢

Accordingly the governments making this declaration ang g, | 4113 Europes
French National Committee reserve all their rights to declare iny,j; i "
any transfers of, or dealings with, property, rights and interegt, of
any description whatsoever which are, or have been, situated iy the
territories which have come under the occupation or control, diry
or indirect, of the governments with which they are at war or whiy
belong or have belonged, to persons, including juridical persons, reg. § 541. Depart
dent in such territories. This warning applies whether such transfey aeuVOI‘ to a
or dealings have taken the form of open looting or plunder, or o :ﬁout the time
transactions apparently legal in form, even when they purport to by pemade. In:
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| voluntarily effected. - dicated in s
: . . . indicated 1n &
; : The governments making this declaration and the French Nationy § joclaration wo
# i Committee solemnly record their solidarity in this matter. rceived it was
: srrangement.
1
" 740.00113 European War 1939/612 : Telegram

The Secretary of State to the Chargé in the United Kingdom ¥ 4400113 Europea:

(Matthews) The Chargs

W ASHINGTON, January 7, 1943—To.n
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155. Your 62, January 2. ]
1. Our missions in the American republics, other than Argentins
and Chile, were instructed by circular telegram of January 4’ g _.
express to the governments to which they are accredited the earnes® 350. Igmbas
hope of this Government that they would associate themselves in somf, tl;n = and
form with the declaration and that they will indicate publicly ther : o;elgn O‘
refusal to recognize the looting by the Axis of territories which have Coes ° the .
. S . . . mmittee, Br
come under its domination. Our missions in Santiago and Buensl, . Emb i
Aires were instructed,® unless they deemed it inappropriate, to expreag, -commaibtzy’
to the Argentine and Chilean governments the hope of this goverrRy, title is “e,f;,
ment that they would find it possible to issue some public statemege -, It !
indicating their sympathy with the declaration and the fact that the ’ was
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* Not printed.
® instructions not printed.
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