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How the National: bociallgbweovernment“vf (efmany
extorts ransom monies from or in behalf of persons desirous
of emigrating from Germany or from European teirritory under
/German control has recently been the subject of an inguiry
by this Legation and the several American consuvlar establish-
ments in Switzerland. "I have the honor to give below a + (g

revealed by a number of specific cases which heve come
td attention and which-are believed to be factial.
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. The ransom system as practiced at present seems to
be an extension of the practice instituted by the Nazi
‘Government whereunder emigrants were permitted to leave -
Germany if the state were compensated on their departure
by all of their visible wealth, with the exception of a
small percentage, usually reduced in effect to about ten

. or twelve and one-half percent, which the emigrant was g
permitted to retain and to export abroad. It is very '
‘apparently designed to provide foreign exchange for the
_furtherance of the German war effort (though there may
be reason for suspicion that individual members of the
Nazi Party may personally profit by it). ' The Uaited
States is looked upon as the most fruitful source of the
expected funds; and banking agents, or other intermediaries,
have been canvassing means for circumventing Amesrican laws
and the Treasury Regulations governing money exports, in
an effort to provide the ransom sums demanded
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In the hostage and ransom system the victias are
subjected to-‘terrorization whereby their desire to find
refuge in one of the United Nations or a neutrsl country
is immeasurably increased. TPFirst, they are mad: the
victims of unbearable restrictions designed to :nake

. life not worth living, usually under confinement in vile-
concentration camps; and, second, they are faced with

- the threat of deporfation 07 domains in Fastern Europe,
with the prospect of ar-unknown and p0381b1y ho~rible
fate awaiting them there, . :
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The privations to which these bersons are subjected .
In' prisons or internment camps are now metiers of inter-
national public knowledge and concern, and with accumulating
reports there seems to be less and less re:zson. to doubt that
their deportation to the east would lead tc ®he dreadful.
Tesulis they so greatly fear. FEven if the mass extinctions
vhich have been rumored are not resorted to, there is little
reason to doubt that the effects of the journey and the

- conditions which deportees would face in tk: desolate

regions of'the.Polish and Russian steppes w911l ultimately
result in indiv;dual and group demise., - :

The result is. that the prospective vic.ims are
making frantic efforts to obtain their release, having
naturally. no compunctions whatever that any monies which

: The situation is strikingly like that v hich confronted
Anferican authorities in -the early thirties in their efforts
to combat the operations of-brutal bands of kidnapers,

The relatives and friends of the victims are only activated

by their humane concern in their endeavors to. provide- and

- bay over to the captors the ransom monies which may be
- demanded, -

Al

fThe:Legation'sfinquiry has been, for the time being,

Lparticularly'direéted to cases of hostages in Holland,
‘since it ‘appears .that in these the large ‘'sums demanded

may be most readily procurable and that there has arisen

" what may be considered a more or less regula: traffic by
which refugees are permitted to leave Hollan: for neutral

‘oountries,. including Switzerland. |

- The amounts demanded seem ‘to vary, deper.ding on

the financial resources of the victims. Figures as high
as $30,000 or Swiss francs 125,000 for single persons
are quoted., In a case of a family of four'persons, the
Legation has~been-confidentially and reliably informed

has been reduced to date by bargaining to a t>tal for
the four of Swiss francs 300,000, 1In a groupy proposal

~ the sum of Swiss franecs 20,000 per person has been men- -

tioned,

- _,\ »
The ransom monies are praid into accounts in Swiss
banks or Dutch banks. In this connection the na$9§ of

the Union des Banques Suisse at Zurich, and t!e Wéster

Bank, Keizersgracht, Amsterdam, have been men-ioned.
It is difficult to procure information regarding the
names of banks which .are used.-and has thus far been im-
possible to identify the. irdividual accounts into which

" %he sums are paid and from which they may again be

transferred,
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~astonishing‘communication which the British Cons late
- General at Basel has Treceived under date of Octover 14,
1942, from Messrs.iHans Seligman—Schurch and Comyany,
bankers at Basel, This company is listed in the Pro-
claimed List, - -

The letter states that g gentleman has arrived in
Switzerland*from Holland who has proposed, with German
approval, that 250 Jews now in Holland be permitt=q to
leave Holland for overseas destinations against a pay-
ment of 5,000,000 Swiss francs. The contract must be
assured by a Swiss bank and payment is due when t.e
250 hostages involved have reported at the Swiss Con=
sulate in Iisbon, One of the provisions of the Proposal
is that the 5, 000, 000 Swiss francs shall remain on deposit

in .Switzerlang until the end of the war,

The letter 80es on to Suggest that, for Practiical -
purposes, it is clear that such sums of money can only
be. obtained from relatives of +the emigrants who, for ,
the'mostlpart, reside in the United States., In consequence,
the money has to be obtained from the United States., The

and thereupon PYoposes a means whereby the Amériéam.control
might be circumvented, . He suggests that the sum i
question be deposited to the bank's account either in the
United States or in England, and that’an equivalen of
the amount in bounds at a rate of $4}4O to one pourd
sterling could be credited in England.

The letter nalvely, or stupidly, suggests that
since transfer. to the Germans is not required. until the
end of the war, it is certain that the origin&l‘donars,_
would be able to recover the money deppsited by then,

I enclose herewith g éopy of this letter in the,
‘erman language and a translation thereof,

- Needless ﬁé‘say,lmy British colleague has igno: ed
his proposal as "preposterous" ang has filed the
~etter only for information Purposes. The ransom __ -
irice, which woulgd average only 20,000 Swiss francs
ior each person, is considerably lower than prices in
‘ndividual cases which have come . to my .attention, as

-1oted above, This bargain rate is presumably offered
Ly the savage traffickerd ip human woe "because the
celivery proposed is wholesale. - :
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. ihe Case of Hans E.. Got¥schalt.
= 4

- Another.case which has come to my attention involves
.cne Hans E. Gottschalt, Sophialaan 3, Amsterdam, whc,
nder date of September 22, 1942, wrote to. a refugee Coa
~elative in Switgerland who. had only recently escaped
ty underground routes “from Holland- to this country &and
.-sked the latter's assistance in putting him in touch
. ith Swiss connections who might assist in expeditirg :
'r. Gottschalt's departure from Holland.- This letter ' ®
s enclosed in the original German text as it was p¢ssed
iy German censors. A translation thereof is also er -
closed. ' :

The letter requests the addressee to communicate

.5 quickly as possible with "Director. Landauer, Calle 25

e Mayo 195, Buenos Aires", with the request that

irector Landauer place at Gottschalt's disposal in

. Swiss bank the sum of 100,000 Swiss francs or -i%s

quivalent. The writer says that he has heard that ' .

't will pe possivle lo obtain from the German autho:ities
_.permission.to leave Holland if this sum can be sent in

“yee exchange to the German Reich.

- 'he Case of the Perlbefger Family.

Information secretly obtained by the Legation « overs

. specific . case which is, at the present writing, in
srocess of negotiation. It -involves one Oscar Pepl-
Serger, who was the head of a coffee importing firm,

‘[.V, Hegomd, Amsterdam, and was in «the United States

n business when Holland was invaded in 1940. . His wife
..wnd three children, of whom the oldest-is 13 years of
% nge, were in Holland and are now reportedly in an

.

‘“ nternment camp at Westerboxrk, Holland. It is this
.ase which is above referred to, wherein the statem:nt
\as been made that a total ransom of Swiss francs 300,000
"or the four persons has been demanded. Mr. Perlbexgexr
low uses the address 15 Park Row, New York City, from
+hich he is corresponding with agents in Switzerlan!
‘n an effort to pay the ransom sum and obtain the r -
_case of his wife and children. He has enlisted th:
\ssistance of Congressman Samuel Dickstein. The Sw.ss
Jegation in Washington has been approached by.Congr:ss-
" tan Dickstein and the Amexrican Legation at Bern has
1lso recelved from him a telegraphic request for
1ssistance, to which a\ telegraphic reply was made :
shrough the Department on September 15, 1942. At that
:ime the legation wad unaware that the family of Mr. =
perlberger was the subject of ransom negotiations.
The Perlberger case will doubtless be the subject o
further correspondence and will be made the subject
>f a separate communication ftom the ‘Legation.
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swiss Agents Identified with System.

The folldwing named ﬁersons have been identifi :d
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as agents for ransom transactions:

. Dr. Arthur Weéiderkehr (Swiss), Attorney-at-Law,
Bahnhofstrasse 98, Zurich. ' Regarding this person the
Tollowing confidential infoxmation has been obtiined
from two .Dutch refugees who arrived clandestinely in
~ Switzerland on August 25, 1942: "Wiederkehr is very
well known in Holland as the man who can get reliugees..
into Switzerland at a price which is said to range
anywhere from Swiss francs 125,000 up. Wiederk:hr
is a frequent visitor to Holland.... Informants
told of 'a friend of theirs who escaped to Belgim
‘ where he was detained by the German authorities, whom
‘ he asked for a visa to Switzerland for the $30, 500
‘ - which he had on deposit in Switzerland. The Germans
|
|

told him to get in touch with Wiederkehr who cane %o
Belgium to get things fixed and the authoyity to with-
draw these dollars. After Wiederkehr got the money,
he informed the Dutch refugee accordingly. The Dutch
refugee was allowed to travel to the French borier
only to be nabbed by the Gestapo and shipped bezk to
» .- imsterdam where he is now in hiding. - Informants told
"~ of another case of a Jewish furrier in Amsterden, who .
had to give his entire fortune to Wiederkehr tc go to
America where he is now. This happened two years ago.
Another friend of my informants wanted to get somebody
_in from Holland and inquired about it from the Swiss
police in Basel, 'who' told him not to use Wiederkehr
without, however, giving any reason for this acvice,
Informants say the Swiss police in Basel know ' ledexkehx
very well and are fully acquainted with his .actiivity."

© Bernard Gaesche. This man is' said to be & German
' residing at Beriin, who visits Switzerland frequently
and is believed- to be acting as a go-between for
refugees and agents in effecting thelr release..

: J. B. de Haaj, Noordsingel Street 21, Rotisrdam.

An agent engage¥ in selling protection to Dutcl Jews.
de Haay recently collected 30,000 Guilder. from a Dutch ..
refugee who is now in Switzerland. :

, Dr. René Niqéerer, Preudengasse 134, Zurich, who
is understood, akhong other activities, to repre sent
the Reich's Wirtschafts-Ministerium in Switzerland.
Niederer is a.member of the following law firm with
headquarters at Talstrasse 11, Zlrich: Dr. Reré
Niederer, Dr. Werner Kraft, Dr. Werner Nlederex. ,—~

Information contained in this despatch may be of
interest to the Treasury Department and the Boerd of
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" Government whereunder emigrants were permitted to leave -

. or twelve and one-half percent, which the emigrant was
permitted to retain and to export abroad.

 £urtherance of the German war effort (though there may

. 1ife not worth living, usually under confinement in vile -

. the threat of deporﬁation A riod domains in Eastern Europe,
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How the National- Sociallgtweovernment“vr"(efmany
extorts ransom monies from or in behalf of persons desirous
of emigrating from Germany or from European territory under
Gexman control has recently been the subject of an inquiry =
by this Legation and the several American consular establish-
ments in Switzerland. "I have the honor to give below a
description of this inhumane and outlawed procedure as
revealed by a number of specific cases which heve come
to attention and which-'are believed to be factial.
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The Secretary of btate,g
Washington.

!
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Sir:

! . The ransom system as practiced at present seems to
be an extension of the practice instituted by the Nazi

Germany if the state were compensated on their departure
by all of their visible wealth, with the exoeption of a
small percentage, usually reduced in effect to about ten

It is very _
‘apparently designed to provide foreign exchange for the -

be reason for suspicion that individual members of the
Nazi Party may personally profit by it).  The Uaited
States i1s looked upon as the most frulitful sourze of the
expected funds; and banking agents, or other intermediaries,
have been canvassing means for circumventing Amsrican laws
and the Treasury Regulations governing money exports, in
an effort to provide the ransom sums demanded
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In the hostage and ransom system the victias are
subjected to'‘terrorization whereby their desire to find
refuge in one of the United Nations or a neutral country
is immeasurably increased. TFirst, they are mad: the
victims of unbearable restrictions designed to :nake

Y
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concentration camps; and, second, they are faced with
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with the prospect of . anm-unknown and pOSS1bly hO“rible
fate awaitlng them there, ,
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t 4 The privations to which these bersons are subjected .
,éf( - in'prisons or internment camps are now metiers of inter-

- national public knowledge and concern, and with accumulating
reports there seems to be less and less reeson. to doubt that
their deportation to the east would lead tc the dreadful.
I'esults they S0 greatly fear. Even if the mass extinctions
which have been rumored are not resorted to, there is little
reason to doubt that the effects f the journey and the
- conditions which deportees would face in trk > desolate

regions of the Polish and Russian steppes w.11 ultimately

result in individual and group demise. .

The result is. that the prospective vicims are
making frantic efforts to obtain their release, having
naturally. no compunctions whatever that any monies which

o The relatives and friends of the victims are only activated
5}' by their humane ' concern in theit endeavqu'taﬁprovideeand
' . pay over to the captors the ransom monies which,may be
- demanded, - '
, ?Ihe_Legation'sjinquiry has been, for the time being,
particularly directed to cases of hostages in Holland, -
- since it ‘appears .that in these the large 'sums demanded
may be most readily procurable and that there. has arisen
' what may be considered a more or less regula:' traffic by

. ,which refugees are permittegd to leave Hollan: for neutral
‘oountries,. including Switzerland. v '

.- - The amounts demanded seem to vary, deperding on

the financial resources of the victims. Figures as high
as $30,000 or Swiss francs 125,000 for single persons
are quoted. In a case of a family of four persons, the

has been reduced to date by bargaining to a total for

the four of Swiss francs 300,000. In a group proposal
 the sum of Swiss francs 20,000 per person has been ten- -

tioned, : ' : :

A
The ransom monies are paid into accounts in Swiss
banks or Duteh banks.: In this connection the na;g; of
the Union des Banques Suisse at Zurich, and t!e Wéster
Bank, Keizersgracht, Amsterdam, have been meniioned.
It is difficult to Procure information regarding the
names of banks which .are used.and has thus far been im-
- possible to identify the irdividual accounts into which
- the sums are paid and from which they may again be

transferred,

'




Proposal of the Banking Pirm, Seligman~Schurch,98aSel.

General at Basel has received under date of Octoer 14,
1942, from Messrs.hHans Seligman-Schurch and Company,
bankers at Basel, This company is listed in the Pro-
claimeq List, - - )

The letter states that a gentleman has arrived in
Switzerland‘from Holland who has proposed, with German
approval, that 250 Jews now in Holland be rermitt=qd to
leave Hollang for overseas destinations against a pay-
ment of 5,000,000 Swiss francs. The contract must .be
assured by a Swiss bank and payment is due when t.e
250 hostages involved have Treported at the Swiss son-
sulate in Iisbon, One of the provisions of the Proposal
is that the 5,000,000 Swiss francs shall remain on deposit
in Switzerland until the end of the war, '

the"most,part, reside in the Unitegq States. 1In consequence;
the money nhas to be obtained from the Unitedqd States. The

and thereupon Proposes a means whereby the Amériéam‘control
might be clrcumvented, . He suggests that the sum in
question be -depositeg to the bank's account either in the
United States or in England, and that’an equivalen: of

the amount in bounds at a rate of $4.40 to one pound
sterling could be credited in England.

The letter nafvely, or stupidly, suggests that
Since transfer.to the Germans is not required. until the
end of the war, it is certain that the original‘donars,_
would be able to recover the money deppsited by then,

I enclose herewith a éopy Of this letter in the,
iemman language and a translation thereof;

- Needless fé‘say,lmy British colleague has igno:ed
his proposal as "preposterous" ang has filed the
~etter only for information purposes. The ransom __ -

' ge only 20,000 Swiss francs
ior each person, is considerably lower than prices in
“ndividual cases which have come. to ny .attention, as
.roted above, This“baréaip raté is presumab;y.offpred
Ly the savage traffickerd in human woe "because the

celivery proposed is wholesale.

' The

» ———




o -

1

L 2

P

‘he Case of Hans E.". Got¥Schalt.
— 4

Another.case which has come to my attention' involves

. cne Hans E. Gottschalt, Sophialaan 3, Amsterdam, whc,

1nder date of September 22, 1942, -wrote to. a refugee Vo
>elative in Switzerland who had only recently escaped

by underground routes “from Holland  to this country &nd

:-sked the latter's assis#tance in putting him in touch

o ith Swiss connections who might assist in expeditirg .

'y, Gottschalt's departure from Holland.- This letter ' ®
s enclosed in the- original German text as it was p¢ssed

iy German censors. A translation thereof is also er -

closed. - ’

The letter requests the addressee to communicate
s quickly as possible with "Director. Landauer, Calle 25
‘e Mayo 195, Buenos Aires", with the request that
irector Landauer place at Gottschalt's disposal in
. Swiss bank the sum of 100,000 Swiss francs or 1ts
nquivalent. The writer says that he has heard that ' e
t will be possible ‘o obtain from the German autho:ities

_ permission.to leave Holland if this sum can be sent in

~yee exchange to the German Reich.

-'he Case of the Perlbefger Family.

Information secretly obtained by the Legation «overs
. specific case which is, at the present writing, in
srocess of negotiation. It -involves one Oscar~P%;1~
berger, who was the head of a coffee importing firm,
1.V. Hegoma, Amsterdam, and. was in ‘the United States
"A_business when Holland was invaded in 1940, . His vife

*

© _wnd three children, of whom the oldest is 13 years of
e

nge, were in Holland and are now reportedly in an

‘“ nternment camp at Westerbork, Holland. It is this

:ase which is above referred to, wherein the statem:nt
\as been made that a total ransom of Swiss francs 300,000
“or the four persons has been demanded. Mr. Perlbergerxr
jow uses the address 15 Park Row, New York City, from
+hich he is corresponding with agents in Switzerland
‘n an effort to pay the ransom sum and obtain the 1~
Lease of his wife and children. He has enlisted th:
1ssistance of Congressmen Samuel Dickstein. The Sw.ss
Legation in Washington has been approached by.Congr:ss-
" tan Dickstein and the American Legation at Bern has
1lso recelved from him a telegraphic request for
\ssistance, to which a\ telegraphic reply was made :
‘hrough the Department on September 15, 1942. At taat
-ime the legation wad unaware that the family of Mr. =
perlberger was the subject of ranson negotiations,
The Perlberger case will doubtless be the subject o.
further correspondence and will be made. the subject

—~
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_ of a separate communication f+om the Legation.

>wiss Agents Identified with System.

The following named persons have been identifi:d

"
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as agents for ransom transactions:

: Dr. Arthur Weiderkehr (Swiss), Attorney-at-Law,
Bahnhofstrasse 98, Zurich. ' Regarding this person the
following confidential information - has been obt 1ined
from two .Dutch refugees who arrived clandestinely in
_ Switzerland on August 25, 1942: "Wiederkehr is very
‘well known in Holland as the man who can get relugees..
into Switzexland at a price which is said to range
anywhere from Swiss francs 125,000 up. Wiederkshr
is a frequent visitor to Holland.... Informants
told of 'a friend of theirs who escaped to Belgim
where he was detained by the German authorities, whom
he asked for a visa to Switzerland for the $30, J00
which he had on deposit in Switzerland. The Germans
'4£0ld him to get in touch with Wiederkehr who cane to
Belgium to get things fixed and the authoyity to with-
draw these dollars. After Wiederkehr got the money,
he informed the Dutch refugee accordingly. The Dutch
refugee was allowed to travel to the French borier
only to be nabbed by the Gestapo and shipped bezk to
» .- imsterdam where he is now in hiding. -Informants told
"~ of another case of a Jewish furrier in Amsterdsn, who.
had to give his entire fortune to Wiederkehr tc go to
America where he is now. This happened two years ago.
Another friend of my informants wan‘ted to get somebody
. in from Holland and inquired about it from the Swiss
police in Basel, ‘who' told him not to use Wiederkehr
without, however, giving any reason for this acvice.
Informants say the Swiss police in Basel know v iederkehr
very well and are fully acquainted with his .activity."

© Bernard Gaesche. This man is'said to be & German
' residing at Berlin, who visits Switzerland freguently
and is believed- to be acting as a go-between for
refugees and agents in effecting thelr release..

: J. B. de Haaj, Noordsingel Street 21, Rotisrdam.

An agent engage¥ in selling protection to Dutcl: Jews.
de Haay recently collected 30,000 Guilder. from a Dutch ..
refugee who is now in Switzerland. :

, Dr. René Niqéerer, Freudengasse 134, Zurich, who.
is understood, akong other activities, to represent
the Reich's Wirtschafts-Ministerium in Switzerland.
Niederer is a.member of the following law fixrm with
neadquarters at Talstrasse 11, Zurich: Dr. René

Niederer, Dr. Werner Kraft, Dr. Werner Nlederer.

Informatiénwcontained in this despatch may be of
interest to the Treasury Department and the Boerd of
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\ Sir: - c ’ WN 1 \104} .'/ ' .
LN ' FEPARTIENT OF SYATL
> ' How the National bocia11%t~eovernment“cr‘(efmany
extorts ransom monies from or in behalf of persons desirous
7/// of emigrating from Germany or from European territory under
e /Gexman control has recently been the subject of an inquiry
by this ILegation and the several American consular establish-
. ments in Switzerland. "I have  the honor ‘tc give below a C(0
(V\\ \ﬁ/ description of this inhumane and outlawed procedure as M
. revealed by & number of specific cases which heve come [
"~ to attention and which-are believed to be factial.

“The Honorable .
f(%k_\ﬁ * The Secretary of State,
o Washington.

,5W\ . . The ransom system as practiced at present seems to
be an extension of the practice instituted by the Nazi
‘Government whereunder emigrants were permitted to leave - -
Germany if the state were compensated on their departure ‘;:
by all of their visible wealth, with the exoeption of a C]
small percentage, usually reduced in eéffect to about ten o

. or twelve and one-half percent, which the emigrant was -
permitted to retain and to export abroad. It is very
_apparently designed to provide foreign exchange for the
. Turtherance of the German war effort (though there may
be reason for suspicion that individual members of the
Nazi Party may personally profit by it).  The Uaited
‘States is looked upon as the most frultful sourze of the
expected funds; -and banking agents, or other intermedlaries,
have been canvassing means for circumventing Amsrican laws
and the Treasury Regulations governing money exports, in
an effort to provide the ransom sums demanded

3G
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In the hostage and ransom system the victias are
subjected to-‘terrorization whereby their desire to find
refuge in one of the United Nations or a neutral country
is immeasurably increased. TFirxst, they are mad: the
victims of unbearable restrictions designed to’:nake

. 1ife not worth living, usually under confinement in vile-
concentration camps; and, second, they are faced with

- the threat of deporﬁation ol domains in FEastern Europe,
with the prospect of . anm-unknown and p0351bly ho~rib1e
fate awaitlng them there, 4 2
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v The privations to which these bersons are subjected .
in' prisons or internment camps are now matiers of inter-
national public knowledge -and concern, and with accumulati
reports there seems to be less and less reason- to doubt that
their deportation to the east would lead tc the dreadful.
results they §0 greatly fear. Even if the nass extinctions
which have been rumored are not resorted to, there is little
reason to doubt that the effects of the journey and the
- conditions which deportees would face in tk2 desolate
regions of -the Polish and Russian steppes w.11 ultimately
result in individual and group demise. - :

The result is that the prospective vicims are
making frantic efforts to obtain their releuse, having
naturally‘no'compunctions whatever that any monies which

" their persecutors.

(. . The situation is strikingly like that v.hich confronted
Anferican authorities in -the early thirties in their efforts
to combat the operations of-brutal bands of kidnapers,
S The relatives and friends of the victims are only activated
s by their huméne concern in theit endeavors’ to. provide- and

. pay over to the captors the ransom monies which,may be

- demanded, - '

, ?Ihe_Legation'sﬁinquiry has been, for the time being,

particularly directed to cases of hostages in Holland, -

- since it ‘appears .that in these the large 'sums demanded

may be most readily procurable and that there has arisen
" what may be considered a more or less regula:: traffic by
- which refugees are permitted to leave Hollan’ for neutral
‘oountries,. including Switzerland, | '

- The amounts demanded seem to vary, deper.ding on
the financial. resources of the victims. Figures as high
as $30,000 or Swiss francs 125,000 for single persons
are quoted. In a case of a family of four -persons, the

has been reduced to date by, bargaining to a tstal for
the four of Swiss francs 300,000, In a group proposal
- the sum of Swiss francs 20,000 per person has been ten- -
tioned. ' ' : '
A
‘ The ransom monies are paid into accounts in Swiss
banks or Dutch banks.: In this connection the né$g§ of
the Union des Banques Suisse at Zurich, and t!e Wéster
Bank, Keizersgracht, Amsterdam, have been meniioned,
It is difficul® to prooure information regaxding the
D names of banks which .are used.-and- has thus far been im-
. _possible to identify the irddividual accounts into which
- the sums are paid and from which they may again be

transferred,

1




Proposal of thé Banking Piyrm, Seligman-Schurch,*BaSel.

M .

My Brifish-colleague has brought to my atteation an

" General at Basel has received under date of dctober 14,.

1942, fronm Messrs. Hans Seligman-Schiirch and Comjany,
bankers at Basel, This company is listed in the Pro-
claimeq List. : - _

approval, that 250 Jews now in Holland be Permitt=qd +to

leave Holland for overseas destinations against a pay-
ment of 5,000,000 Swiss francs. The contract must .be
assured by a Swiss bank and payment is due when tae

250 hostages,involved have reported at the Swiss Con-
sulate in IisYon. One of the brovisions of the Proposal
is that the 5,000,000 Swiss francs shall remain on deposit
in .Switzerlang until the end of the war, '

the”most,part, reside in the Unitegq States, In consequence;
the money has to be obtained from the United States. The

and thereupon Proposes a means whereby the Amériéam.control
might be circumvented, . He suggests that the sum in
question be -deposited to the bank's account either in the
United States or in England, and that’an equivalen of

the amount in bounds at a rate of $4.40 to one pound
sterling could be credited in Englang.

The letter nafvely, or stupidly, suggests that _
since transfer.to the Germans is not required until the
end of the war, it is certain that the original‘donars,_
~ould be able to recovexr the money deppsited by then,

I enclose herewith & copy of this letter in the,
ierman language and a translation thereof;

' Needless to Say, my British colleague has igno: ed
“his proposal as "preposterous" ang has filed the
~etter only for information purposes. The ransom __ -
irice, which woulg average only 20,000 Swiss franés
Tor each person, is considerably lower than prices in
‘ndividual cases which have come.to ny .attention, as

-roted above, This“baréain raté is presumab;y.offgred
Ly the savage traffickers iy

in human woe ‘because the
celivery proposed is wholesale, : »

' The
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* ‘he Case of Hans E.. GotpSchalt.
: — 4

\ ~ Another.case which has come to my attention’ involves
.cne Hans E. Gottschalt, Sophialaan 3, Amsterdam, whc,
vnder date of September 22, 1942, -wrote to. a refugee -
»elative in Switzerland who had only recently escaped
bty underground routes “from Holland  to this country &nd
.-sked the latter's assisztance in putting him in touch
+1th Swiss connections who might assist in expeditirg
'r. Gottschalt's departure from Holland.- This letter ' ®
s enclosed in the- original Geérman text as it was pessed
iy German censors. A translation thereof is also er -
closed. ' ’

The letter requests the addressee to communicate

s quickly as possible with "Directox. Landauer, Calle 25

‘e Mayo 195, Buenos Aires", with the request that

irector Landauer place at Gottschalt's disposal in

. Swiss bank the sum of 100,000 Swiss francs or -its

~quivalent. The writer says that he has heard that ' o

"t will be possible Lo obtain from the German authoiities
_ permission.to leave Holland if this _sum can be sent in

fﬁee exchange to the German Reich.

-"’he Case of the Perlbefger Family.

Information secretly obtained by the Legation covers
. specific-case which is, at the present writing, in
nrocess of negotiation. It involves one Oscar-P%y1~
berger, who was the head of a coffee importing firm,
1.V. Hegoma, Amsterdam, and.was in the United States
Sn business when Holland was invaded in 1940. . His wife
wnd three children, of whom the oldest is 13 years of
.t nge, were in Holland and are now reportedly in an
‘“ ‘nternment camp at Westerbork, Holland. It is this
:ase which is above referred to, wherein the statem:nt
as been made that a total ransom of Swiss francs 300,000
“or the four persons has been demanded. Mr. Perlbergerx
1ow uses the address 15 Park Row, New York City, from
+hich he is corresponding with agents in Switzerland
‘n an effort to pay the ransom sum and obtain the r:-
Lecase of his wife and children. He has enlisted th:
1ssistance of Congressman Sgmuel Dicksteln. The Sw..ss
legation in Washington has been approached by.Congr:ss-
" qan Dickstein and the Amexican Legation at Bern has
1lso recelved from him a telegraphic request for
1ssistance, to which a\ telegraphic reply was made :
“hrough the Department on september 15, 1942. At tnat
-ime the legation wad unaware that the family of Mr. =
Perlberger was the subject of ransom negotiations.
The Perlberger case will doubtless be the subject o.
further correspondence and will be made the subject
>f a separate communication fiom tpexLegation.'

.
[¢

swiss Agents Identified with System.

—

The following named persons have been identifi:d

.S

as




as agents for ransom transactions:

‘ Dr. Artlur Wéjderkehr (Swiss), Attorney-at-Law,
Bahnhofstrasse 98, Zurich. ' Regarding this person the
Tollowing confidential information has been obtiined
from two .Dutch refugees who arrived clandestinely in
~ Switzerland on August 25, 1942: "Wiederkehr is verxy
- well kmown in Holland as the man who can get relugees..
into Switzerland at a price which is said to range
anywhere from Swiss francs 125,000 up. Wiederkahr
is a frequent visitor to Holland.... Informants
told of 'a friend of thelrs who escaped to Belgim
where he was detained by the German authorities, whom
he asked for a visa to Switzerland for the $30, )00
which he had on deposit in Switzerland. The Germans
'$01d him to get in touch with Wiederkehr who cane to
Belgium to get things fixed and the authoyity to with-
draw these dollars. After Wiederkehr got the money,
he informed the Dutch refugee accordingly. The Dutch
refugee was allowed to travel to the French borier
only to be nabbed by the Gestapo and shipped bezk to
* - Amsterdam where he 1is now in hiding. - Informants told
"~ of another case of a Jewish furrier in Amsterdsn, who.
had to give his entire fortune to Wiederkehr tc go to
America where he is now, This happened two years ago.
Another friend of my informants wanted to get somebody
. in from Holland and inquired about it from the Swiss
police in Basel, who' told him not to use Wiederkehr
without, however, giving any reason for this acvice.
Informants . say the Swiss police in Basel know Viedexkehr
" very well and are fully acquainted with his .activity."

.~ Bernard Gaegsche. This man is'said to be & German
"residing at Berlin, who visits SwitzeXland frequently
and is believed- to be acting as a go-between for
refugees and agents in effecting their release, .

: J. B. de Haaj, Noordsingel Street 21, Rotisrdam.

An agent engage¥ in selling protection to Dutcl: Jews.
de Haay recently collected 30,000 Guildexr from a Dutch ..
refugee who is now in Switzerland. .

' Dr. René Niqéerer, Freudengasse 134, 2Zurich, who.
is understood, akong other activities, to repre sent
the Reich's Wirtschafts-Ministerium in Switzerland.
Niederer is a member of the following lew firm with
headquarters at Telstrasse 11, Zlrich: Dr. Reré
Niederer, Dr. Werner Kraft, Dr. Werner Nlederer. -

Informatibn,contained in this despatch may be of
interest to the Treasury Department and the Boerd of
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